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YARD WASTE COMPOSTING
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What Are the Facts
About Yard Wastes?

Yard wastes account for
nearly a fifth {over 31 million
tons) of all garbage gener-
ated in the U. S. each year,
making yard wastes the
second largest component
(by weight) of the municipal
solid waste stream. The
amount of yard waste gener-
ated varies considerably
frem region to region, during
different seasons, and from
one year to the next. In fact,
during peak months (primar-
ily summer and fall), yard
wastes can represent as
much as 25 to 50 percent of
municipal solid waste.

Why Not Put Yard
Wastes in Landfills?

Since these materials are
relatively clean and biode-

Printed on recycled paper.

gradable, disposal in land-
fills may be unnecessary
and wastes space. In addi-
tion, as yard wastes decom-
pose in landfills, they gener-
ate methane gas and acidic
leachate. Methane is a
colorless, explosive gas that
is released as bacteria de-
compose organic materials
in landsills. If methane is
not controlled at a landfill, it
can sevp underground and
into nearby buildings, where
it has the potential to ex-
plode. Yard wastes also
contrib:ate acidity that can
make other waste constitu-
ents more mobile and there-
fore more toxic.

Yard wastes also are gen-
erally unsuitable for com-
bustion in incinerators due
te their high moisture

content, which can inhibit
complete burning. When
burned, yard wastes emit
certain gases which contrib-
ute to the formation of
smog-causing nitrogen
oxides.

Why Not Burn Leaves
And Other Yard
Wastes?

Burning leaves and other
yard wastes pollutes the air
and can lead to uncon-
trolled fires. Leaf smoke can
make breathing difficult for
people who suffer from
asthma, emphysema,
chronic bronchitis, or aller-
gies. A number of states
currently ban leaf burning,
and some communities
either ban leaf burning or
restrict when it can take
place.



What Is Composting?
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EPA Regional Offices
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